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wellcomecollection



We’re trying to enrich 
our works with other 

people’s insights
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In February 1962 , Crick and Sydney Brenner took joint charge of the Molecular Genetics Division , 
at the newly-opened Laboratory of Molecular Biology , in Cambridge . Brenner and Crick had worked 
together since Brenner 's arrival from South Africa , in 1956 , when he joined the MRC Unit at the 
Cavendish . Together , they established , in 1961 , through genetic work with acridine mutants , 
that the genetic code had a triple ratio . 

Under Crick and Brenner , the Molecular Genetics Division concentrated its research on 
the genetics and biochemistry of control mechanisms in cellular development . Brenner began 
comprehensive research on Caenorhabditis elegans , a small ( 1 mm long ) soil nematode , 
establishing it as a powerful experimental system for the analysis of complex biological processes 
. Crick became interested in embryogenesis and in chromosome structure . By now , he was in great 
demand as a speaker , a role in which he excelled , and he regularly undertook , in addition to his 
work at Cambridge , a considerable number of lecture engagements across the world .
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Hierarchical 
classification systems



What I wish I’d known 
before I started…
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